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to do there. It had been Mr. Gladstone's purpose isss.
to use the authority of the Sultan for restoring
peace, and to those who taxed him with inconsist-
ency he replied that he had never disputed the
competency of the Caliph to rule a Mohammedan
population. But all appeals to the Sultan, even
through so accomplished a diplomatist as Lord
Dufferin, had proved useless, and the Porte had
not contributed to the suppression of Arabi. The
thirty thousand British troops in Egypt had been
brought down to twelve thousand, and might be re-
duced still further when tranquillity, as well as peace,
was restored. British occupation of Egypt was not
intended to be permanent. It was to end when a
stable Government had been established, to which
native and European interests might be confided.
"In the meantime/' wrote Lord Granville, "the
position in which Her Blajesty's Government are
placed towards His Highness1 imposes upon them
the duty of giving advice with the object of
securing that the order of things to be established
shall be of a satisfactory character, and possess the
elements of stability and progress." Lord Gran-
ville went on to propose the neutralisation of the
Suez Canal, which was a very sensible step, and
the establishment of representative institutions,
at which every one acquainted with Egypt must
have smiled. Representative institutions are per-
fectly adapted to Western communities, and to
races imbued with the spirit of freedom, in what-
soever part of the world they may happen to reside.
To the Egyptian bondslave, the fellah, liberty
meant release from the fetter and the whip, from,
the robbery and oppression of cruel and dishonest
pashas, such as Ismail and his gang of criminal
accomplices. Of self-government he had no more
idea than he had of the binomial theorem or the

1 The Khedive.